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Proclamation 7998—National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition
Day, 2006

April 6, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In every generation, America’s Armed
Forces have answered the call to duty with
dedication and valor. On National Former
Prisoner of War Recognition Day, we pay
tribute to the brave patriots of the United
States military who endured captivity be-
cause of war. These heroes sacrificed their
personal liberty to secure a future of freedom
for all Americans.

While held as prisoners of war, American
POWs have reflected the best of our country,
acting with resourcefulness, bravery, and
strength. Former POWs, such as Corporal
Tibor “Ted” Rubin, USA, continue to inspire
new generations to acts of courage and com-
passion. Liberated by U.S. forces from a Nazi
concentration camp, Rubin enlisted in the
Army after immigrating to the United States.
He was captured and held as a POW during
the Korean War even before he became an
American citizen. His incredible bravery and
service to his fellow POWs saved many lives
and has left a legacy of hope and honor, and
for his heroism, I had the great privilege to
present him our Nation’s highest military
award, the Medal of Honor.

The sacrifices of those taken as prisoners
of war have helped bring security to Amer-
ican citizens and freedom to the world. With
determination and  courage, America’s
former POWs, their fallen and missing com-
rades, and their families have demonstrated
the true spirit of our Nation, and they will
never be forgotten.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2006, as
National Former Prisoner of War Recogni-
tion Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to join me in remembering and
honoring the sacrifices of all American pris-
oners of war. I call upon Federal, State, and

661

local government officials and private organi-
zations to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., April 7, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 10.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Reporting Function on Iraq Policy
Under the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2006

April 6, 2006

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Assignment of Reporting Function
on Iraq Policy Under the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006

By virtue of the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, including section 301 of title
3, United States Code, I hereby assign to you
the functions of the President under section
1227(c) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law
109-163).

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Budget Amendments

April 6, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for the
Departments of Agriculture, and State and
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Other International Programs; the Federal
Communications Commission; and the
Smithsonian Institution. Overall, the discre-
tionary budget authority in my FY 2007
Budget would not be increased by these re-
quests.

This transmittal also contains FY 2007
Budget amendments for the legislative
branch. As a matter of comity, appropriations
requests for the legislative branch are com-
monly transmitted without change.

The details of these proposals are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks at the National Catholic
Prayer Breakfast

April 7, 2006

Thank you all very much. Gracias, mi
Tejano. Thank you, sir, for your kind words.
Thanks for inviting a Methodist. [Laughter]

When 1 first came out here and saw how
comfortable these chairs look, I was a little
worried you thought I might be giving quite
along speech. [Laughter]

I'm so thrilled to be here with cardinals
of the Church. Cardinal McCarrick, I know,
is here and Cardinal Bevilacqua—must make
you feel good to see there’s not a slice of
bacon around. [Laughter] My spirits are al-
ways uplifted when I'm in the presence of
Their Excellencies, and it’s great to see you
both.

I've been looking forward to this breakfast,
but I've got to tell you, I was slightly con-
cerned when I saw the draft of the program
went like this: “We will mark the conclusion
of the President’s speech with the hymn,
‘Now Thank We All Our God.” ” [Laughter]

Laura sends her love and her best. I want
to thank the leadership of the National
Catholic Prayer Breakfast for having me, and,
more importantly, having this chance for all
to worship together.

I appreciate so very much the Chief Justice
joining us. I'm proud you're here, Chief Jus-
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tice. I haven’t got to the best part of the fam-
ily yet—[laughter]—and Jane.

Secretary Nicholson, 1 appreciate you
being here, Jim Nicholson and Suzanne. As
you might recall, he was our Ambassador to
the Vatican, and he did a fantastic job.

Other members of the administration,
thanks for coming. Don’t tarry too long.
[Laughter] Get back to work. [Laughter]

Looking around, I see Members of the
United States Senate—Santorum; Members
of the House of Representatives. Thank you
all for coming. Proud youre here. Thanks
for taking time out of your day. Smith,
Beauprez, Lungren, I can’t—I don’t dare
name them all.

We needed a hopeful moment for this
world of ours. It’s a time when more people
have a chance to claim freedom that God
intended for us all. It’s also a time of great
challenge. In some of the most advanced
parts of our world, some people no longer
believe that the desire for liberty is universal.
Some people believe you cannot distinguish
between right and wrong. The Catholic
Church rejects such a pessimistic view of
human nature and offers a vision of human
freedom and dignity rooted in the same self-
evident truths of America’s founding.

This morning we ask God to guide us as
we work together to live up to these timeless
truths. When our Founders wrote the Dec-
laration of Independence, they called liberty
an unalienable right. An unalienable right
means that freedom is a right that no govern-
ment can take away because freedom is not
government’s to give.

Freedom is a gift from the Almighty be-
cause it is—and because it is universal, our
Creator has written it into all nature. To
maintain this freedom, societies need high
moral standards. And the Catholic Church
and its institutions play a vital role in helping
our citizens acquire the character we need
to live as free people.

In the last part of the 20th century, we
saw the appeal of freedom in the hands of
a priest from Poland. When Pope John Paul
IT ascended to the Chair of Saint Peter, the
Berlin Wall was still standing. His native Po-
land was occupied by a Communist power.
And the division of Europe looked like a per-
manent scar across the continent. Yet Pope



